
 
 
 

Girnhill Infant School 
‘Where everyone is valued and futures matter’ 

Reading 

EYFS 
Aims: 

Playing and Exploring/Engagement 

• Finding out and exploring 

• Playing with what they know 

• Being willing to 'have a go' 

 Active Learning/Motivation 

• Being involved and concentrating 

• Keeping trying 

• Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

Creating and Thinking Critically/Thinking 

• Having their own ideas 

• Making links 

• Choosing ways to do things 

 

Intent Implementation Impact 

At Girnhill: 

• Children will be introduced to subject 
specific vocabulary that a reader would 
use. 

• Children will use subject specific 
vocabulary to talk like a reader. 

• Children will use subject specific 
vocabulary and definitions that a reader 
would use. 

Our reading curriculum enables children to 
become a developing reader through high quality 
provision, which includes: 
 
Teaching sequence: 
Planning and delivery follows Rosenshine’s 
Principles in action – 
 

1. Daily review  
2. Present  new material in small steps 

Outcomes: 
Children demonstrate their understanding of key 
vocabulary through pupil voice evident during 
lesson observations and working folders. Pupil 
voice focuses on the ‘knowing more and 
remembering more’ principle. 
From monitoring this demonstrates that: 

-  
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• Children will research, interpret and 
present like a reader. 

• Children will learn, work and talk like a 
reader. 

 
Planning: 
Reading is planned using Early Years Foundation 
Stage and reading skill progression grids ensuring 
considered sequence of experiences including 
key vocabulary and knowledge. 
 
Curriculum: 

• Read and understand simple sentences 

• Use phonic knowledge to decode regular 
words 

• Read some common irregular words 

• Demonstrate to others an understanding 
of reading 

 
Research: 
Closing the vocabulary gap: 

- Between birth and 48 months, 
professional parents speak 32 million 
more words to children than those from 
disadvantaged families – herein lies the 
vocabulary gap. 

- Vocabulary size at 28 months equates to 
linguistic and cognitive ability at age 8. 

3. Ask questions 
4. Provide models 
5. Guide student practice 
6. Check for pupils understanding  
7. Obtain a high success rate 
8. Provide scaffolds for different tasks 
9. Independent practice 
10. Weekly and monthly review 

 
Provision & Resources: 
Children have a range of fiction and non-fiction 
readily available to explore and investigate 
within their environment. 
 
Staff Knowledge: 
Staff have produced and developed EYFS next 
steps skills progression for reading. These are 
evident in provision and support staff in 
resourcing, enhancing and providing children 
with necessary learning opportunities to move 
learning forwards. Children are monitored and 
tracked against the same criteria. 
 
Teaching: 
Children are taught the fundamental skills in 
reading through explicit taught sessions. 
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- Vocabulary at 5 – 7 is a direct predictor 
of comprehension 10 years later. 
 

Rosenshine’s principles in action: 
- Conceptual information initially enters 

our working memory. Working memory 
is rather small and only small amounts of 
information can be absorbed at once. 
New information is only moved from 
working memory to long-term memory if 
we can connect it to knowledge that we 
already have (our schema). As a result of 
this, prior knowledge is a major factor in 
our capacity to learn new information 
therefore a specific teaching sequence 
needs to be implemented based upon 
daily, weekly and termly review. 

Children are taught to practise, use and apply 
these skills independently and collaboratively 
throughout their learning environment. 
Children develop their subject specific vocabulary 
through explicit teaching of vocabulary and 
definitions. 
Children develop understanding of key concepts 
and vocabulary through exposure to a range of 
fiction and non-fiction subject specific texts. 
 
Learning Environment: 
Learning environments and working walls focus 
on the skills and subject specific vocabulary. 
Children use these to support their learning and 
development. 
 
Assessment: 
Reading is assessed through half-termly teacher 
assessment against the ELG’s.  
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Reading 

KS1 
Aims: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas 

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate 

Intent Implementation Impact 

At Girnhill: 

• Children will be introduced to subject 
specific vocabulary that a reader would 
use. 

• Children will use subject specific 
vocabulary to talk like a reader. 

• Children will use subject specific 
vocabulary and definitions that a reader 
would use. 

• Children will research, interpret and 
present like a reader. 

• Children will learn, work and talk like a 
reader. 

Our reading curriculum enables children to 
become a developing reader through high quality 
provision, which includes: 
 
Teaching sequence:  
Planning and delivery follows Rosenshine’s 
Principles in action – 
 

1. Daily review  
2. Present  new material in small steps 
3. Ask questions 
4. Provide models 
5. Guide student practice 

Outcomes: 
Children demonstrate their understanding of key 
vocabulary through pupil voice evident during 
lesson observations and working folders. Pupil 
voice focuses on the ‘knowing more and 
remembering more’ principle and this is also 
evident through learning journey books. 
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Planning: 
Reading is planned using the National Curriculum 
and reading progression grid. This is to ensure a 
considered sequence of experiences including 
subject specific vocabulary, knowledge, skills and 
evaluation. 
 
Research: 
Closing the vocabulary gap: 

- Between birth and 48 months, 
professional parents speak 32 million 
more words to children than those from 
disadvantaged families – herein lies the 
vocabulary gap. 

- Vocabulary size at 28 months equates to 
linguistic and cognitive ability at age 8. 

- Vocabulary at 5 – 7 is a direct predictor 
of comprehension 10 years later. 

 
Rosenshine’s principles in action: 

- Conceptual information initially enters 
our working memory. Working memory 
is rather small and only small amounts of 
information can be absorbed at once. 
New information is only moved from 
working memory to long-term memory if 
we can connect it to knowledge that we 

6. Check for pupils understanding  
7. Obtain a high success rate 
8. Provide scaffolds for different tasks 
9. Independent practice 
10. Weekly and monthly review 
 

Teaching: 
Children are taught a range of reading skills: 
word reading and comprehension, in explicit 
taught sessions. 
Children develop their subject specific vocabulary 
(generic and content based) through explicit 
teaching of vocabulary and definitions. 
Children develop understanding of key concepts 
and vocabulary through exposure to a range of 
fiction and non-fiction subject specific texts. 
 
Learning Environment: 
Learning environments and working walls focus 
on the skills and subject specific vocabulary. 
Children use these to support their learning and 
development. Children will access learning in 
both whole class and small group tasks. 
The reading working wall will display subject 
specific vocabulary, which is clearly defined, key 
facts and reach questioning. Reach questioning 
enables children to be challenged and ensures 
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already have (our schema). As a result of 
this, prior knowledge is a major factor in 
our capacity to learn new information 
therefore a specific teaching sequence 
needs to be implemented based upon 
daily, weekly and termly review. 

teaching and learning is planned and pitched 
appropriately. 
Fiction and non-fiction texts are available 
throughout the provision and key texts are 
chosen to be a focused book of the week to build 
vocabulary and knowledge.  
                                                                                                              
Class Learning Journey Big Book : 
Regular opportunities to revisit learning through 
the class learning journey books are planned to 
recall knowledge and make connections on a 
regular basis. 
 
Enrichment: 
Enrichment opportunities are carefully selected 
to enhance learning opportunities for children by 
demonstrating real life contextual understanding 
of art and design to enable children to become 
artists. 
 
Resources: 
Children have access to a wide range of subject 
specific texts to support key concepts and ideas. 
 
Assessment: 
Children are assessed by their use of the subject 
specific vocabulary (video footage, pupil voice 
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and child’s use of language) and evidence of the 
skills of reading 

 


