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Online Safety  

Using online facilities to help with learning, keep in contact with others and to give some ‘down time’ is part of all of 

our lives, but it is important that we all know how to keep children safe when doing so. Many of you will have seen 

our reference to the Net Aware website on the schools web page under ‘Curriculum-Online safety’: www.net-

aware.org.uk. There are superb guides to the most popular apps, games and social media sites, along with strategies  

for how to keep your child safe when online.  

Current concerns raised at school: A number of children are talking about using TikTok (age 13 and above) and 

watching Squid Game (unsuitable for children under 15). These are inappropriate for the age of the children in 

school and have been age rated. Please ensure what your child sees or has access to is at a level for their age range. 

Please also always be vigilant to what your child watched as latest crazes unfortunately have a way of popping up on 

your screens. Do you have parental locks on your devices? 

Did you know?  

All social networking platforms and apps have minimum age limits. Some social networks use technologies that might 

not be appropriate for some ages, or engage with communities that are made up of people much older than your 

child.  

What are the risks of an underage social networking account?  

- Many sites include an instant message function which allows private conversations. Not everyone your child meets 

online will be who they say they are.  

- Most social networking sites have an app version, meaning your child will have access to the social network from 

their smartphone or tablet. Some app versions of social networks use the location of the phone.  

- Chat rooms and forums can connect people who are complete strangers and can be un-moderated.  

- Information shared between friends can be easily copied and may spread.  

- It isn’t easy to take back information that has been posted – and can be impossible if it’s already been shared.  

- Chat rooms and forums are one of the places online groomers go to connect with children. They can also be  

places where people use inappropriate language. This is sometimes done through video chat programmes.  

What can I do to keep my child safe?  

1. Think about online routines: Have a conversation with your child about online safety and agree some rules to help 

keep them safe.  

2. Have a conversation about online pressures and cyberbullying: Remember to talk to your child about what they 

are doing online and who they are talking to. Check in with them regularly and remind them they can talk to you, or 

another trusted adult like a teacher if they are worried about anything.  

3. Set up devices safely: Make sure you set it up with your child, exploring any safety features. Remember to use  

parental controls!    

4. Keep children safe on conferencing apps: Supervise your child when they use these apps; remind your child not to 

share chat links or passwords on social media; explore any security features like how to report and block; talk to your 

child about what they are sharing.  

 

Remember! You can always speak to your child’s class teacher if you have any safeguarding concerns.  


